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• Jan Erik Askjellrud
• Programmer

• Håvard Bell
• PhD from University of Tokyo
• ICT and buildingSMART
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Catenda’s background

• Spun out of SINTEF Building and Infrastructure
o experience from IFC, IFD and IDM development
o experience from similar projects in the oil 

industry
o built on research from building process and 

knowledge system development  

• Strategic focus on buildingSMART technology
o developed our own tools for IFD and IFC
o developed most of the technology behind IFD



Through technology give the 
AEC-Industry a simpler life and 
better products by connecting 

knowledge, processes and 
people.
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Visual Search - IFD based search engine

• First semantic search engine based on IFD
• Made to be integrated into software (e.g BKS, AutoCAD, ArchiCAD, product 

databases, etc)
• Automatic learning through IFD content development
• Speaks ”all” languages



The big picture..

offline IFD db
webapp

IFD library



demo
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SINTEF knowledge 
system

Montørhåndboka 
hands-on electrical 

knowledge
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IFD is knowledge

IFD connects

Nobody has 
discovered this yet... 
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